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control, and slavery and Christianity. We will focus closely on original sources on Greek and 

Roman slavery and the law, discuss the relationship between law and reality, and attempt to 

understand the ways in which the holding of enslaved persons affected values and attitudes in 

antiquity. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

On successful completion of this course students are expected to be able to: 

 

¶ have acquired a knowledge of various kinds of slavery and slave law in antiquity   

¶ address the possible symbolism and meaning of content/subject matter in accounts of 

ancient slavery within its specific and larger social/historical context 

¶ to understand the important contribution legal evidence makes in examining and 

reconstructing the social history of ancient Greece and Rome  

¶ read, comprehend, and sum up ancient literary sources in translation concerning ancient 

slavery 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS: 

Students completing this course are expected to have acquired: 

 

¶ an understanding of the importance of historical perspective, and how social norms and 

customs and the construction of slavery and law is a product of time, events and context 

¶ a developed understanding of the limits of primary evidence as actual historical fact 

¶ strong writing, research, analytical, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills 

 

GRADES: 

¶ Essay topic, annotated bibliography, first draft  5% 

¶ Essay         25% 

¶ One in-class exam**       
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These decisions cannot be appealed. 

 

Religious Accommodation 

When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence from the University or 

prohibits certain activities, students should request accommodation for their absence in writing at least two weeks 

prior to the holiday to the course instructor and/or the Academic Counselling office of their Faculty of 

Registration.  Please consult University's list of recognized religious holidays (updated annually) at:  

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo.   

 
Accommodation Policies 

Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Accessible Education, which provides recommendations for 

accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive testing.  The policy on 

Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities can be found at: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf 

 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 

definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.  

You may not use a generative AI program in the preparation of your essay bibliography OR to create a 

final draft of your essay. You MAY use it to create a first draft of your essay. 

 

Academic Counselling  

Your Home Faculty’s Academic Counselling or Academic Advising Office will support or refer whenever you have 

an issue that is affecting your studies, including information on adding/dropping courses, academic considerations 

for absences, appeals, exam conflicts, and many other academic related matters. Do not hesitate to reach out to 

them if you are struggling and unsure where to go for help. Contact info for all Faculties is here: 

https://registrar.uwo.ca/faculty_academic_counselling.html  

 

Mental Health Support 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western (https://uwo.ca/health/) 

for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

 

Gender-based and sexual violence  

Western University is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 

compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have experienced gender-

based or sexual violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information about support services for 

survivors, including emergency contacts, here.  To connect with a case manager or set up an appointment, please 

contact support@uwo.ca.  

 

Accessible Education  

 

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://registrar.uwo.ca/faculty_academic_counselling.html
https://uwo.ca/health/
https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://learning.uwo.ca/
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USC 

Additional student-run support services are offered by the USC, https://westernusc.ca/services/. 

 

Copyright 

Lectures and course materials, including power point presentations, outlines, and similar materials, are protected 

by copyright.  You may take notes and make copies of course materials for your own educational use.  You may 

not record lectures, reproduce (or allow others to reproduce), post or distribute lecture notes, wiki material, and 

other course materials publicly and/or for commercial purposes without my written consent. 

 

NOTES TO STUDENTS: 

 

 

1. Those who miss classes or parts of classes remain responsible for the material they have 

missed. I will not review the contents of lectures or repeat announcements for those 

who arrive late or miss classes. I post very basic powerpoints on OWL, but class 

attendance is still essential to understand the details of the lecture. 

 

2. The final grade is calculated on the basis of your performance on the tests, the essay, 

and final examination only. You cannot do an extra assignment to make up for a 

poor performance on a test or the final examination. Nor can I re-weight grades 

unless I hear from your academic counsellor. 

 

3. If a lecture and its readings appears on the syllabus, that lecture and readings will 

appear on the midterm and final exam, regardless of whether the lecture is given in-

person, uploaded as a document to our OWL site, or recorded and uploaded to the OWL 

site. 

 

ESSAYS AND EXAMS: 

 

The in-

https://westernusc.ca/services/
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UNIT ONE: SLAVERY IN GREEK LAW AND SOCIETY 

Jan 6: Introduction; goals and themes of the course 

 

Jan 8: Sources for Greek law; Athens as a slave society 

Reading:   

¶ Hunt 1-7, 17-29 

¶ 
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Jan 22: Enslaved persons in classical Athens con’t: treatment and manumission 

Reading:  

¶ Hunt 83-91, 123-128, 173-180 

¶ Wiedemann #22-27, 57, 80, 134, 139, 206 

 

Jan 24: Torture and protection  

Reading:  

¶ Gagarin, M. 1996. The torture of slaves in Athenian law. Classical Philology 91: 1-18. 

¶ Wiedemann #74, 177, 181-83, 193 

 

Jan 27: Resistance, flight, and revolt 

Reading:  

¶ McKeown (“Resistance among chattel slaves,” CWH online) 

¶ Hunt 91-92, 137-141, 155-161 

¶ Wiedemann #184, 200, 222-223 

 

Jan 29: Slavery and the Greek family/associated ideologies /sexual agency 

Reading:  

¶ M. Golden (“Slavery and the Greek family,” CWH online) 

¶ Hunt 99-111 

¶ J. Porter, 2021. “The sexual agency of slaves in classical Athens,” in D. Kamen and C. 

Marshall (eds) Slavery and Sexuality in Classical Antiquity. Univ. Of Wisconsin Press: 89-

103. 

 

UNIT TWO: SLAVERY IN ROMAN LAW AND SOCIETY 

Jan 31: Sources for Roman law 

Reading:  

¶ Hunt 9-15 

 

Feb 3: The origins of large-scale slavery; numbers; sources of enslaved persons 

Reading:  

¶ Hunt 40-48, 54-59, 61-65 

¶ Wiedemann #82, 92, 93 (numbers), 126, 141, 235, 124, 175 (vernae); 4, 69, 107 (piracy), 

110 (kidnapping), 113 , 114, 117, 118, 119 (captives); 98, 108 (trade) 

 

Feb 5: Numbers and sources of enslaved persons con’t 

Feb 7: Dress, food, and shelter I  
Reading:  

¶ K. R. Bradley, “Quality of life,” in Slavery and Society at Rome (Cambridge Univ. Press, 

1994): pp. 81-106 

¶ Wiedemann #65 (dress of slaves) 
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Mar 28 (**essay due from this date to Frid Apr 4): Family and sexuality II 

 

Mar 31: Manumission and citizenship/re-enslavement I 

Reading:  

¶ Hunt 117
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